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editorial

Dear readers, 

It seems to have  
become a kind  
of tradition: 
HAMB U R G E R 
LLOYD has mo-
ved again. Eve-
ry four years 
we have taken 
up new office 

premises in the centre of Hamburg – yet 
this has never affected the consistency 
and professionalism of our business or our 
actions. The location of the new shipping 
company headquarters – Am Brooktorkai 
20, in the beautiful harbour city close to 
the historical warehouse district – com-
bines tradition and modern spirit in the 
most excellent way; there could be no bet-
ter symbolic venue for RHL.

A particular challenge this year was the 

implementation the new European GDPR 
(General Data Protection Regulation). As 
you will have realised before the publi-
cation of this issue, the GDPR has made 
the design of the newspaper THE BRIDGE 
more difficult, and we have had to imple-
ment some changes to the disadvantage 
of our main target group, our crews on 
board. This is very unfortunate. 

In this 38th edition, however, we also focus 
on more meaningful subjects: In addi-
tion to an article on alternative fuel sys-
tems, we are particularly interested in the 
topic of plastic waste in the seas and the 
actions that “One Earth – One Ocean” are 
taking. And alongside various technical 
matters and a colourful bouquet of infor-
mation from the RHL team, I am pleased 
and proud, as somebody who was born 
and raised in the town, to announce our 
piece on the 50th birthday of the “Strom-
kaje” in Bremerhaven. Finally, this edition 

is rounded off by articles on the Portu-
guese seafarer Vasco da Gama as well as 
Hamburg’s twin city on Lake Michigan, the 
legendary city of Chicago. 

In the tenth year after the “Lehmann crash”, 
2018 has so far been more satisfactory 
than any of the previous years. The mar-
kets for container ships and also for bulk 
carriers are showing the first signs of re-
covery and a certain stabilisation – but 
“one swallow does not a summer make”! 
We therefore ask you to keep your fingers 
crossed for us, and to enjoy this new issue 
of our company newspaper THE BRIDGE – 
hopefully in the very best summer weather.
In this spirit, I would like to thank you for 
your continued support. 

Cordially, 

Hauke Pane

For many thousands of years, sailors have 
relied on the wind and weather. The wind 
was enemy and friend; on its dependence 
a ship would arrive in port or not. Life at 
sea changed soon after the invention of 
the steam engine, when these machines 
were also installed on ships: The coal 
bunkers took up a lot of space, new pro-
fessions were needed on board, the influ-
ence of the elements decreased, but still 
sailing ships were more efficient on long 

hauls. In the end, with the introduction 
of the diesel engine, the fate of the sail-
ing ship was sealed. Diesel’s fuel density 
was much higher than coal’s, it was easy 
to bunker, and handling on board need-
ed less people and space. For more than 
a century, the diesel engine, powered by 
diesel oil and later by heavy fuel oil (HFO), 
was the overwhelming choice of main 
propulsion and auxiliary machinery on 
commercial ships. 

For many reasons, this several-decades-
long, well-established system is about to 
change. First of all, the use of cheap high-
sulphur HFO will be banned at the begin-
ning of 2020, with the introduction of the 
so-called “IMO sulphur cap”. The IMO has 
also started, as a next step, to track down 
Green House Gases (GHG), with the overall 
goal of CO2-neutral shipping by the end 
of this century. While the above items are 
more or less legis-

Alternative fuel systems
An insight into the latest technical standards
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19 ships has been equipped with it over the 
past few years. 

The system supports both the crew and the 
shore-based employees of a company. The 
initial focus is on noon reports and other 
reports, the data of which are usually com-
piled daily, entered in the various reports, 
and then sent to the respective recipients. 
The new Performance Monitoring process 
allows all data to be recorded in a uniform 
and consistent way, regardless of whether 
the information is recorded on the Bridge 
or in the ECR. Data entry and information 
display does not take place at a special 
operating station, but at the existing work-
place PCs. 

The reports generated on board are sent 
ashore using a standardised and data-

secure connection to the server. An inte-
grated activity management tool helps 
transmit all information in time, highlight-
ing pending information in colour, and 
thus reminding the responsible person to 
fulfil the unfinished task. However, separate 
data and measured values are not the only 
things recorded with Performance Moni-
toring; scanned documents, such as BDN’s 
(bunker delivery note) as part of the bun-
ker report, are also uploaded directly to the 
system. This makes Performance Monitor-
ing a comprehensive information system 
for operational and performance data on 
board. 

This comprehensive and standardised data 
processing method for all ships is of par-
ticular benefit to employees ashore. The 
system offers the user various possibilities 
for the evaluation of individual ships, right 
up to a comparison within the fleet. For 
events occurring during the voyage or in 
port, standardised reports and basic infor-
mation on the performance of the respec-
tive ship can now be retrieved.

Thanks to the consistent format, the data 
sent in the reports can be processed di-
rectly by the system, and then used, for 
example, for further performance analysis. 
Depending on the selected time range, 

consumption, speed, power, and other 
parameters are available for evaluation, re-
produced as diagrams or histograms. The 
ship's last voyage is traceable on an elec-
tronic chart, enhanced with performance 
indicators. Analysing the performance of 
the main engine and auxiliary units, as well 
as having reliable data on the consumption 
of fuels and lubricants, is of great interest to 
technical and commercial staff. 

A further relevant function within Perfor-
mance Monitoring serves the requirements 
of MRV EU (Monitoring, Reporting, Verifica-
tion): the collection of emission-relevant 
data in relation to each voyage. Based on 
the information transmitted by daily report, 
the system automatically generates a list of 
all voyages, notes their relevance with re-
gard to MRV, and supplements the required 
information on consumption, cargo, and 
distance travelled. No sooner had we im-
plemented MRV, than the IMO demanded 
a similar solution with DCS (Data Collection 
System). The existing Performance Moni-
toring will be extended for this, showing 
that it can adapt to the requirements of the 
maritime industry.     

Sources:

    M.A.C. System Solutions GmbH

We already published an article about the 
“Seekuh” in March 2017 (issue 34). Cur-
rently the first certified waste collection 
ship is stationed near Hong Kong, where 
it has been since February, cleaning up 
the heavily polluted waters off the Chi-
nese coast.

The environmental organisation from 
Munich has already put six years of work 
into the implementation of its concept of 
a “Maritime Litter Cleanup service”. The 
special catamaran “Seekuh”, financed en-
tirely by donations, measures about 12 x 
10 metres (L x W) and weighs just under 
eight tonnes.

The media-supported “Seekuh” campaign, 
culminating in an official reception at the 
Hong Kong Maritime Museum (HKMM), 
was intended to “raise environmental 
awareness and publicise the concept of 
“Maritime Litter Cleanup” in Asia“, accord-
ing to an official statement.

“Plastic waste is a major problem world-
wide, but especially in Asia. Studies such 
as the one by the Ellen MacArthur Foun-
dation (“Rethinking the Future of Plastics”) 
show that more than 80 % of the plastic 
waste that enters the oceans worldwide 
comes from Asia. Just five countries in the 
region are responsible for around 60 % of 
the plastic waste in the ocean”, the state-

ment continues. In addition to China and 
Indonesia, the Philippines, Thailand, and 
Vietnam dispose of around eight million 
tonnes of plastic waste into the sea every 
year.

“This is not about pointing a finger at others. 
Poor environmental awareness is an issue in 
every single country around the world. In-
stead, solutions for one of the biggest global 
environmental problems need to be identi-
fied, and the problem tackled on site, hand 
in hand with a sensitisation for the subjects 
of waste production and waste avoidance”, 
the project managers demand. 

What the responsible people wanted to 

One Earth – One Ocean on a mission 
against plastic waste in the seas
Catamaran “Seekuh” (Manatee) in the waters off Hong Kong

SDBnet                                                 continued
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do is to present the concept of “Maritime 
Litter Cleanup” to local decision-makers 
in politics and business. The aim of this 
project is to remove plastic from seas and 
inland waters with specially developed 
waste collection vessels of various sizes. 
In a first step, visible plastic waste will be 
fished out, sorted, and crushed, using spe-
cial catamarans.

In addition to the sea-bound work of the 
“Seekuh” in the heavily polluted waters 
and beaches of the megacity of Hong 
Kong, civic organisations and school class-

es can visit the waste collection ship, and 
there are lectures on the reduction of plas-
tic waste in everyday life.

While the garbage is still separated and re-
cycled ashore, OEOO is planning to build a 
self-sufficient energy ship – the so-called 
“Seeelefant” (elephant seal) – in the coming 
years. This converted container ship with 
an own depolymerisation plant (that turns 
plastics into oil) will produce fuel oil from 
the plastic waste (one ton yields approx. 
800 litres of sulphur-free fuel oil), which 
can either be sold to neighbouring states 

or serve as a mobile off-shore filling station.
A large number of initiatives and pro-
jects shows that sensitivity of this topic 
has increased enormously. And everyone 
can contribute to cleaning the seas and 
beaches of plastic waste. On International 
Coastal Cleanup Day, initiated by the US 
environmental organisation Ocean Con-
servancy, more than half a million people 
in 112 countries collect almost 10,000 
tonnes of waste from beaches, the sea, riv-
ers, and lakes every single year.

In Germany, the Nabu (Naturschutzbund 
Deutschland e.V., Nature and Biodiver-
sity Conservation Union) initiates a yearly 
clean-up day with volunteer garbage col-
lectors. The next event is to take place on 
15 September 2018. And on the website ge-
waesserretter.de, anyone can plot rubbish 
they have discovered on a map of Europe, 
organise garbage collection campaigns, 
and later spread their success stories. This 
way, more than 40,000 kilograms of waste 
have already been collected.     

Source: 
• One Earth One Ocean 
• www.welt.de
Infographic: 
• Grüne Welle Kommunikation

The “Marine Litter Cleanup” concept of the Earth • One Ocean e. V.

The success story of the container terminal 
in Bremerhaven began in February 1968 
with the ground-breaking ceremony for a 
quay of 700 metres.

After altogether four extension programmes 
(most recently Container Terminal 4), the im-
pressive harbour complex has grown to a to-
tal length of almost five kilometres. The long-
est continuous riverside quay (“Stromkaje” in 
German) in the world provides 14 berths for 
large container ships. Three terminal opera-
tors use the “Stromkaje”. North Sea Terminal 
Bremerhaven (NTB) operate the north of the 
quayside front, the middle section is used 
by the Eurogate Group, and MSC Gate have 
their section in the south. As Europe’s fourth 
largest container port after Rotterdam, Ant-
werp, and Hamburg, Bremerhaven is one of 
the major transhipment hubs for intermodal 
import and export transport.     

Source: 
• www.bremenports.de/hafen/bremerhaven/
• www.thb.de

One of the longest riverside quays in the world
“Stromkaje” container terminal in Bremerhaven to celebrate 50-year anniversary

BENCHMARK DATA
Total quay length: 4,930 m
Berths for large container ships: 14
Open area: about 3 million m²
Covered storage area: 30,000 m²
Cooling area: 8,000 m²
Water depth: 12.6 – 15.0 m
Container turnover 2016: 5.5 million TEU

Source: bremenports GmbH & Co. KG


