Newsletter August 2025

Dear interested individuals and members of the environmentally conscious community.
After a long break, you are once again holding the latest newsletter from One Earth - One
Ocean eV. The interruption wasn't due to a lack of news over the past few months, but
rather to the multitude of projects we've been pursuing simultaneously.

These include the numerous cleanup campaigns carried out by our project teams and many
volunteers worldwide. Furthermore, assistance is needed in many locations, such as
Panama, Lombok, and Cameroon, to establish waste management infrastructures and
sustainable recycling systems. Another important aspect is local environmental education
projects for schoolchildren, young people, and local communities. These projects aim to
raise awareness of the problem of plastic waste in the environment and encourage
behavioral change. In Uganda, another focus is on improving living conditions by providing
clean drinking water and cooking facilities. Only a higher standard of living will enable
people there to engage with environmental protection.

Ultimately, our impactful actions worldwide can only make a limited contribution. Often,
they are merely a drop in the ocean. To truly halt the increase in marine litter, more decisive
political action is needed, along with continuous environmental education. The ongoing
negotiations in Geneva, involving more than 160 countries, represent a final attempt to
reach a globally binding agreement to reduce plastic pollution.

Finally, I would like to ask once again for your financial support. As you are probably aware,
our work is funded exclusively through donations and sponsorships. You can access our
donation platform, betterplace, via this link.

On behalf of the entire global One Earth - One Ocean (oeoo) team, | would like to express my
sincere gratitude for all contributions — from small private donors to our sponsors.


https://www.betterplace.org/de/organisations/34682-one-earth-one-ocean-e-v

The manatees are grazing again

After maintenance work and new antifouling
coatings, both the Seekuh 1 in Kiel and the
Circular Explorer on the other side of the world in
Manila were relaunched at the end of April, ready
for new clean-up missions and the fight against
plastic waste and ghost nets.

During its very first mission with the newly
commissioned Circular Explorer in mid-May on
the Pasig River, the Manila team collected large
guantities of waste, which was sorted on board
and recycled.
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New Sea Hamster for Indonesia

In collaboration with our sponsor, the forwarding and project logistics company Deugro, our
latest SeaHamster was built in Libeck this spring and will be deployed in the Jakarta
metropolitan area. This 8 x 2.4 meter SeaHamster has an integrated conveyor belt for
collecting river debris. The conveyor belt and the SeaHamster are powered by a carbon-
neutral photovoltaic system. All the equipment was shipped to Jakarta in a container by
cargo ship at the end of June. The project is scheduled to be taken over by municipal
employees in November.

A base camp with logistics space and sorting tables is also planned for the riverbank. We'll
keep you updated.

Collection center launched on Lombok

Almost exactly a year ago, we launched a waste collection project on the Indonesian island
of Lombok, east of Bali, in cooperation with the local association I-BUK-I Bildungsférderung
Indonesia eV (I-BUK-I Education Promotion Indonesia) to jointly contribute to improving the
local waste situation. Our new collection center has been operational since March 1 and is
working daily to prepare the site for a sorting station and improved access to the river.
Under the supervision of the village headman of Jatisela and our coordinator, the collected
waste is now being transported away regularly.



EQUI
LI BRIUM

IN KOOPERATION MIT is ODER DlESE
0eos9 BLASSE SONNE

EQUILIBRIUM: Immersive Theatre on Environmental Destruction —
Premiere in Hamburg

In cooperation with One Earth-One Ocean eV (oeo00), a very special theatre project was
launched at the end of July: “Equilibrium — or: This Pale Sun.” This immersive theatre play
explores the fragile balance between humanity and nature and invites the audience to
actively engage with the story and reflect on sustainability and social justice. It addresses
increasing scarcity of resources, environmental destruction, plastic waste — and the impact
on people and their actions. It is about light, or rather the lack thereof, about power,
responsibility, justice, and the question: Can everything remain as it is? We have to decide
how we treat our planet.

Performances will take place on August 8, 9, 14, 15, 16, 17, 21, and 22, 2025, at 8:00 p.m. in
the theater hall of Wiese eG, Wiesendamm 24, 22305 Hamburg.

Tickets are available online or at the box office.



https://www.eventbrite.de/e/equilibrium-oder-diese-blasse-sonne-tickets-1372608471889
https://oneearth-oneocean.com/news/2022/stadtregierung-von-bekasi-indonesien-uebernimmt-projektbetrieb/

Panama: Collecting Waste to Protect the Mangroves

Since March 2024, oeoo has been operating a waste collection project in the province of
Bocas del Toro, Panama. As organized waste disposal does not exist, residents have
previously used the mangrove forest on the outskirts of the town as a dumping ground. The
goal is therefore to clean the valuable mangrove forests and establish a waste disposal
system. The project manager is Jana Koebel from Seas & Straws. Several cleanup campaigns
with citizens and fishermen already took place in the spring of 2025. In this context, waste
and ghost nets with a total weight of almost 1.5 tons were collected.

In addition to cleaning up nature, the focus is on creating infrastructure for waste disposal
and recycling. Together with local community leaders, public containers for PET, other
plastics, glass, and household waste are being set up to ensure sustainable waste disposal.

School Project on Isla Popa

At the end of May, a special school day focusing on the health of children and oceans took
place on Isla Popa in cooperation with the local Rotary Club. While the Rotary Club sealed
the children's teeth with fluoride and provided information on dental health, we at oeoo
launched an interactive environmental project for the children. At various stations, they
learned in a playful way why plastic in the ocean is a problem, how to distinguish it from
other materials, and how to separate waste correctly. As part of the project, reusable
shopping bags were crafted from old T-shirts. The project was a complete success and is
planned to be carried out at other schools as well.




www.climaclic.de

Donation from ClimaClic for oeoo

The German climate lottery ClimaClic, a non-profit organization, invests 30% of each ticket
sale in sustainable and innovative climate protection projects. Ticket buyers decide for
themselves which climate protection project(s) they want to support with their ticket. oeoo
has been participating since 2022 with its worldwide plastic waste collection projects and
the Microplastic Pollution Map. Now we have received some exciting news: oeoo will receive
a grant of €22,557.60 for the first half of 2025, which will be split equally between the two
registered projects. We would like to express our sincere thanks to all ticket buyers who
selected our projects.
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0eoo supports beach cleanup in Cameroon

Together with local and international partners, we supported the Cameroon Beach Cleanup
Day earlier this year, a large-scale beach cleanup on the Cameroonian coast. For the third
time, over 600 volunteers participated in various cleanup activities at Down Beach, in
Douala, and Kribi — a clear sign in the fight against plastic pollution in our oceans. oeoo will
support the organizers, the local environmental group ASCOA, in the future development of
a sustainable waste disposal and recycling infrastructure in Cameroon.




0eoo at the EarthX Climate Action Conference in Dallas

At the end of April, Dr. Harald Frank from oeoo and Jana Kdbel, oeoo Panama Project
Manager and founder of Seas & Straws, attended the EarthX Climate Action Conference in
Dallas.

EarthX is the annual event of the global environmental and media organization of the same
name. It brings together thought leaders, changemakers, industry experts, and
environmental activists from around the world. They are passionately committed to
protecting ecosystems and combating climate change. Their goal: to create a more
sustainable future through innovation, collaboration, and concrete action.

Our team not only presented oeoo's work but also exchanged ideas with numerous inspiring
individuals from around the globe. It's a gathering place for everyone who wants to make a
difference. We look forward to the connections and projects that will result from this!




Cambodia: Freeing the Mekong from plastic

For over seven years, oeoo has been working in Cambodia to clear the Mekong River of
plastic waste. The goal is to rid the entire Mekong and its tributaries of plastic pollution, thus
preventing further plastic waste from entering the South China Sea. In early February 2025,
our fifth cleanup center was officially opened in Neak Lueng on the lower Mekong in the
south of the country — with support from Rotary Mare Nostrum Switzerland. Qur new
cleanup team was guided by three experienced oeoo colleagues from Phnom Penh. A first
SeeHamster, donated by Rotary, is already in operation. Soon, another collection vessel,
being built locally, will support the work in and around Neak Lueng . With financial support
from the Roswith Linden Foundation, Rotary Mare Nostrum Zurich, and our own funds, two
more identical SeeHamsters for Cambodia have been completed on-site in recent weeks.
They are approximately 8 meters long and powered by outboard motors. One shredder is
located in Battambang (see photo below), the other in Kampong Cham. In the spring, two
shredders for processing plastic waste into granules were put into operation in Kratie and
Kampong Cham. The production and distribution of various granules opens up new
economic opportunities and promotes sustainable waste management. In total, we have
now collected approximately 1,000 tons of plastic waste in Cambodia. This corresponds to a
volume of 1,000,000 cubic meters or a cube with sides measuring 100 meters.






Our SeeHamster Oldie

One of our first and therefore longest-serving SeeHamsters is still in daily use in Battambang.
It was built in 2017 in Germering near Munich — the first with a lowerable loading ramp
instead of nets — and has German TUV certification...;-). In 2019, it was shipped to Cambodia
and has been facilitating the cleaning of the Sangke River in Battambang ever since. It has
since been overhauled and fitted with new rigid hulls, as the original air-filled ones were too
fragile and required frequent repairs.
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Kiel Future Week 2025

Kiel, Germany, which has been recognized as an "Environmental City" and "Marine
Conservation City," hosted Kiel Future Week from April 7th to 10th. During this week, 26
organizations offered lessons on marine conservation for all students from first grade
through high school graduation — usually outside the classroom. oeoo has been participating
as a provider for many years and will be there again this year.

Here is an article from the Kiel Lokal platform about it.

Kiel Week

Another such traditional event is the Kieler Woche (Kiel Week), which took place this year
from June 21st to 29th, 2025, and attracts approximately 3 million visitors annually. For
years, oeoo has been among the popular exhibitors on the Kiel waterfront with its own
information booth and the SeeKuh 1. The days were characterized by numerous stimulating
conversations, interested guests, and great enthusiasm for our SeeKuh and our work.

A heartfelt thank you to the teams of both events for their dedication



https://www.kiellokal.de/botschafter-fuer-saubere-meere/




Drinking water treatment for schools in Kampala

Every day, millions of people in Uganda face immense challenges in meeting their drinking
water needs and providing clean water for cooking, washing, and cleaning. In the capital city
of Kampala, tap water is not drinkable, which is why many schools rely exclusively on
rainwater. Low-tech filter solutions that require minimal expertise and financial resources,
could create simple, durable filtration systems that would improve drinking water hygiene
and, consequently, the living conditions of local communities. oeoo has already provided
many families with simple filtration systems for domestic use.

To support larger schools with up to 300 students and village communities, oeoo is currently
developing low-tech biosand filters with a flow rate of up to 60 liters per hour. The filter
housings are manufactured locally from concrete and filled with increasingly fine layers of
drainage gravel and filter sand.

For village communities or schools, there are also models with a reed bed and sand filter, in
which the plants contribute to the purification process through microbial activity. Both
systems designed by oeoo (reed bed & biosand filter) operate effectively with similar
capacity when monitored regularly and can supply not only the students but the entire
village community with clean drinking water.

In addition to drinking water purification, environmental protection is also a priority in
Uganda. Together with the Uganda Junior Rangers ( @ugandajuniorrangers) , numerous
cleanups have taken place again in recent months around Lake Victoria and in the capital city
of Kampala. They are dedicated to cleaning the canals, waterways, and lakeshores to remove
plastic waste and other debris, making the lake and its tributaries cleaner and healthier.



https://www.instagram.com/ugandajuniorrangers/

The hunt for ghost nets continues successfully

This summer, the search for ghost nets in the Baltic Sea is once again a top priority for oeoo.
After a team of 12 divers aboard the SeeKuh 1 dive boat set out off the coast of Riigen near
Sassnitz in early June to locate hidden wrecks and ghost nets on the seabed, they headed
back towards Denmark in early August. Equipped with extensive technical equipment for net
identification and recovery, their own compressor, and of course, experience, these
operations consistently contribute to cleaning and protecting the Baltic Sea.

Cooperation with fire department divers

At the end of July, fire department divers from Buchholz in der Nordheide used a week of
their vacation for advanced training in environmental protection. Together with teams from
0eoo, SDA, and volunteer divers, they practiced detecting and recovering ghost nets under
various conditions, such as murky water, currents, and waves in the Baltic Sea, during
several dives in the Little Belt off the Danish coast. The Sea Cow team traveled to the site
with three Zodiac speedboats. This collaboration is a first, but certainly not the last, as the
experience gained will help them back home, where they are otherwise tasked with
recovering people or objects from the Elbe River or lakes.




Big Catch

The diving teams from SDA, the Buchholz Fire Department, and oeoo were once again very
successful in recovering ghost nets and were able to remove large quantities of them from
the sea (see photo). This targeted recovery prevents:

] further animal deaths in the nets
[l microplastics from entering the marine environment and food chain
[l damage to reefs, wrecks, or the seabed caused by ghost nets.

A big thank you to all the rescue services involved, as well as our sponsors and partners who
make such operations possible







