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Quantum leap for the SeeElefant 

 

One Earth-One Ocean (oeoo) maritime recycling project enables CO2 

certificates 
 
Munich/Kiel, December 2025 – The environmental project SeeElefant by One Earth – One 

Ocean e.V. (www.oeoo.world) has achieved another important milestone. The internationally 

active climate specialist South Pole confirms in a Letter of Intent dated November 12, 2025, 

that the SeeElefant can generate up to 32,000 CO₂ certificates per year in the voluntary 

carbon market. 

South Pole assumes that with an annual capacity of 60,000 tons, at least 90 percent of the 

processed quantities are certifiable. 

The SeeElefant is a converted bulk carrier currently under development, featuring integrated 

processing, sorting, and recycling facilities. The project aims to use multiple SeeElefants 

worldwide to process land- and sea-based plastic waste on a large scale and return it to the 

recycling loop. 

The SeeElefant systems are scalable and mobile, allowing them to be deployed at plastic 

waste hotspots that lack sufficient sorting and recycling capacity. This will enable the 

SeeElefants to make a significant contribution to waste reduction and increased recycling 

capacity. 

Three-year demonstration in the Mediterranean 

The first deployable SeeElefant, planned for 2027, will demonstrate its capabilities during a 

three-year Mediterranean tour. Negotiations are currently underway with several major port 

cities, where the ship is expected to anchor for up to two months at each location to process 

plastic waste and also offer public training programs on the topics of plastic pollution and 

prevention, circular economy, and AI-supported sorting and recycling technology. 



For the project, the confirmation by South Pole marks a key milestone: The potential 

monetization of the certificates creates a reliable source of income and will support the 

coverage of operating and maintenance costs in the future. At the same time, the ability to 

obtain certification increases the attractiveness of the project to private and institutional 

investors. 

oeoo founder Günther Bonin comments: “South Pole’s assessment is a real quantum leap for 

our SeeElefant project.” It confirms the economic viability and strengthens our confidence in 

the chosen path from waste collector to system provider in the field of maritime recycling.” 

Project manager Dr. Harald Frank adds: “The potential certificate revenues significantly 

increase planning security and create a solid foundation for the operation of the SeeElefant 

About one earth – one ocean e. V. (oeoo) 

The non-profit environmental organization one earth – one ocean e.V. (oeoo), headquartered 

in Munich with offices in Kiel, Battambang/Cambodia, and Manila/Philippines, has been 

pursuing the goal of freeing the world's waterways from plastic waste since 2011. Its multi-

stage "Maritime Waste Management" concept for eliminating coastal marine pollution caused 

by plastic waste involves – in addition to processing land-based plastic waste – collecting the 

plastic from waterways worldwide with a fleet of specialized waste collection vessels and 

then recycling it on ships like the SeeElefant. Projects to remove plastic waste from 

waterways are currently underway in Cambodia, Indonesia, Panama, the Philippines, 

Uganda, and Egypt. These projects utilize specially designed waste collection vessels called 

SeeHamster and SeeKuh. Starting in 2027, the first pilot system for a waste-recycling vessel 

is planned to be implemented with the first "SeeElefant," a converted multi-purpose freighter 

equipped with facilities for sorting, shredding, processing, and compacting marine debris. As 

soon as industrially viable plastics-to-fuel plants are available, plastic will be converted 

directly on board ships into sulfur-free oil. Furthermore, the association is involved nationally 

and internationally in research on microplastics, as well as in education, awareness 

campaigns, and documentation on the topic of marine littering. In 2013, oeoo received the 

prestigious GreenTec Award, Europe's largest environmental and business prize, for its 

concept of maritime waste collection. 

In 2019, the association received the German Federal Ecodesign Award from the Federal 

Ministry for the Environment for its concept of the waste recycling vessel SeeElefant.  

Further information about oeoo and its current projects can be found at www.oeoo.world. 
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