Nile Coalition launch report
Initiated by One Earth One Ocean and VeryNile, the Nile Coalition plans on bringing together
10 countries of the Nile basin to take concrete steps towards protecting the river from
environmental challenges. The Coalition will work towards achieving United Nations’ SDG 6
(Clean Water and Sanitation) as well as SDG 14 (Life Below Water).

Launching of the Coalition:
The Nile Coalition was launched on September 18th (World Cleanup Day) with an event to
clean and plant trees along the river Nile, starting from Burundi, up until Egypt. This event
happened simultaneously throughout 5 initiatives in 4 countries: Egypt, Rwanda, Uganda, and
Burundi.
Key achievements:
-

4 countries
5 initiatives
130 volunteers involved
2238 kg removed from the Nile
3955 trees planted along the Nile
Reach on social media: 35,000

VeryNile had 20 volunteers from American University in Cairo’s CIMUN who helped clean
~500Kgs of waste from around Qursayah Island, located in Giza. We started the day by
cleaning the banks while using fishermen boats and by on-ground cleaning. Then we had more
time to clean more areas so the Nile Hamster was used to reach areas farther away.

Location: Qursayah island, Giza, Egypt
# Of Volunteers: 20
Waste Removed: 500 KGs

Red Rocks Initiative, with community members, local leaders, and 30 organisational
volunteers, planted 525 Bamboo trees along River Mukungwa, which follows Akagera to Lake
Victoria, and they left 315 tree seedlings to the communities to plant them in the future with
respect to 50m buffer zone. RRI also removed all waste found, focusing on plastic waste, as
they planted their trees.

After the event, participants went to the Red Rocks Intercultural Center composite for
refreshments and testimonies from the founder and chairman of RRI, Greg Bakunzi.

Location: Mukungwa River which enters into Akagera , Rwanda
# Of Volunteers: 30
Trees Planted: 840

The launch of the Burundi Nile Coalition took place in Kirundo around the Cohoha Lake, which
spills to Lake Victoria. Association Burundaise (ABN) members, Governor of Kirundo
province, the person in charge of protected areas in the North, the Kirundo communal
administrator, the person in charge of civil protection in Kirundo, the head of the military
position around Lake Cohoha as well as the population living around Lake Cohoha including
youth were present during the day. 3000 trees were planned to be planted along Cohoha
Lake, but rain prevented them from continuing after 2km, the rest of the trees were left for
the community to plant in the following days.

Location: Lake Cohoha, Kirundo, Burundi
# Of Volunteers: 50
Trees Planted: 3000

A team of thirteen people, including four members from Greenwatch and nine volunteers,
travelled from Kampala to Entebbe where the launch took place. Greenwatch planted one
hundred fifteen trees along the shores of Lake Victoria in Entebbe-Uganda. The trees planted
included fruit trees, indigenous trees and medicinal trees, among others.

Location: Lake Victoria, Entebbe, Uganda
# Of Volunteers: 13
Trees Planted: 115

The event focused on the bank cleanup of head waters of River Nile in Luzira. With a team of
25 volunteers, Uganda Junior Rangers collected 1350 Pet plastic bottles, which donated was
to plastic collectors who supply plastic recycling companies. Other items collected included
sandals, straws, glass bottles, cloths, handbags and PVC pipes predominately. In total weight,
UJR collected 1738 Kilos of plastic waste.

Location: Lake Victoria, Luzira, Kampala, Uganda
# Of Volunteers: 25
Waste Removed: 1738 KGs

And in continuation of the 18th September Nile coalition clean up event, Uganda Junior
Rangers will hold two more clean up events on:
25th – River Nile Source Cleanup in Jinja (done)

28th – River Nile underwater cleanup focused on headwater plastic marine debris including
diving for ghost nets.

Next Step:

Our vision of the Nile Coalition is to have all 11 countries of the Nile basin hand-in-hand for
the greater good of the Nile. Our plan for the upcoming event (set for early 2022) is to have
3 more initiatives joining in 2 different countries. Targeted by the end of 2022 to have at least
7 countries total, filling up our mapped T-shirt design, showing unity and effectiveness.

